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Rev.Dr. | eon Dunkleg
North (Jniversalist Chapel Socictg

[t used to be, “The man drives the car.” Now, it's < he car

drives the man.”

“Richard (Goodwin”
| ead ]nvestigator of the Subcommittee on Legislative Oversight

(nited States Congress
Charged with investigating the Charles van [ Doren Scandal of i 957

Heart-broken about the loss of life and the continuing violence is |srael and (Gaza.
After college, | moved from PBoston to upstate New York. | was hoping

to start a family. T hat didn’t work out but along the way, | met an interesting
man. [Jis name is _Jonathan [Tox. | met him while we were Plaging in a pick-up
basketball game on the campus of SUINY-New Faltz. Jonathan’s wife, Jo
Salas, was an arts therapist at the Astor [Jome for Children in nearby
Rhinebeck. The Astor [ome is dedicated to saving the emotional lives of
court~displace&, New York City children who have suffered ritual abused in the
home. At Jo Salas’s suggestion (and with her recommendation, if memory
serves), | pursued ajob at the Astor [Jome myself. | got thatjob. T hank you,
Jo, both for your willingness to suggest/recommend me for the job and for your

coaching about how to do it well.



| am thinking about Jo and Jonathan todag because Jonathan recent]g

Posted something on [Tacebook that | found to be quite beautiful. e wrote,

| believe that we are here in this life to be creative, to lovc, and to Findjog. My heartis
broken at harm to any and all innocents, and | yearn for People evergwhere to enjog

clemocracy and the Fu” range o1c human rights.

As of Z:jOPm on Sundag, October | 5%, 2%% of

< Leon Dunkley ~

his [Tacebook friends had reacted with emojis—the Boete) Photos  Reels

@ Manage posts

blue thumbs up, the red heart and the 3c”ow

caring face. | am one of Jonathan’s [Tacebook Leon Dunkley
23h- @
friends but | didn’t react. | shared his message of | adore this man. And his beloved, Jo Salas,

is one of the people who has DEEPLY
shaped my life.

02
his friends. | see the post on Caro]e Oliver’s dY Like Q Comment

crcativitg, love ancljoy. | did, as did another six of

Facebook page but l can no longer see it on my Leon Dunkley

1d-Q
| laid a Star Islander to rest today. Mary
Keeler Rowe (1951-2023). She was a Pel in
the mid-70s. Chamber. Beautiful, smart,
lt troublcs me to t]’]in‘( t}‘nat we are }Deing edited. gentle, fierce. Safe journey, beloved.

own. | saw it 9cstcrclag. So, that's a bit unnerving.

] may soon shut my page down. ] am that
uncomfortable. | don’t feel like ] control it anymore
(atleast, not as | once did). T his, coupled with

}‘now Frequentlg my name and clcrgg title have been

Marketplace Notifications Menu

pirated by anonymous email senders has
generated some anxicty. | am also mindful of the racist and sexually explicit
vulgarity to which an online North Chapel meeting was subjected to during an
unsecured /oom call during the COVID lockdown. T hese things lead me to
feelless confident in social media P]ahcorms. | need to reflect further on this

subject.



Jonathan [Tox is wonderful. [Jeis one of the great teachers in my life.
[Te leads an organization called F]ayback T heatre. According to its Wikipedia

page,
The first Flagback Theatre company was foundedin 1 975 bg Jonathan f:ox and Jo
Sa]as‘ [Fox was a student of imProvisational theatre, oral traditional storgte”ing,
Jacob Moreno’s Psgchodrama method and the work of educator Fau]o Freire. Salas
was a trained musician and activist. PDoth had served as volunteers in developing

countries: | ox as a [eace Corp volunteerin Ncpal, Sa!as with New Zealancl‘s

\/o!untccr Service Abroad in Malagsia.

The origina] F]ayback Theatre ComPang made its home in Dutchess and
Uls’cer Counties of New York State,jus’c north of New York Cit& This group,
while developing the basis of the F]agback form, took it to scl—rools, Prisonsj centers
for the C]&Cr]\ljj conferences, and festivals in an effort to encourage individuals from all
walks of society to let their stories be heard. Theg also PerFormch montlﬂlg for the
Public~at~large.]

| could tell you so many stories. |n its own way, Flagback T heatre is akin to
Brcad and Fuppct.

The Point of this sharing is to say thatitis becoming increasin513
imPortant to own our stories and tell them well. Failing this, our stories will soon
OWwWn us. Strugg]ing to caPture (or recapture> the power to tell one’s own

story.... What manner of crisis is this, if it is not thcologica‘?

What can ] say? [~ ven the time away is ministerial.

! l’wttps://cn.wikipcdia.org/wiki/ﬂagback__rheatre#:~:tcxt=Flagback%ZOThcatrc%Zois%ZOan%ZOoriginal,thc
m%ZOenacted%ZOon%ZOthe%ZOsPot.



| have little to report this month, as | am on “summer break” in October.
]:or very goocl reasons, l have not 3et been able to Fu”g Put down the work of
ministry. Judi
Simon-Poutin
Passed away and
the memorial

service was held

at North
Chapel. Delia
Clark led that
service and it was
absolutely
wonderful. [t was
very well

attended. 50

many Peop]c care Forjuc}i. Judi was a maker of quilts and the sanctuary was

colorfully adorned with her creations. QQuite literally, she gave her warmth to
those she loved.

And Juris K augerts passed away, husband to our own Diana Perkett.
Diana suffered a stroke months ago. She and | visited twice before she was
transferred to s different facility after her conditioned worsened. Dianais
currently being cared for by services provided by [residential Oaks in
(Concord, NH. | am now Plarming a visit during my time away from the Pu]Pit in

tl"lC mids‘c O{: a busy COﬂFCI"CﬂCC SCI"ICdUlG.



While formal services for Juris were held in New Jersey, where he has
family, an informal service was held at North Chapel on the 3 of September.
T hat good Sunday, we celebrated his life and we commemorated his death.
Diana’s daughter Allison and several members of hchamiiyjoined the North
Chapel congregation that moming. Allison joined me in the chancel for that
morning’s reflection. Juris is survived by his wife, Diana, by Allison and her
loved ones as well as by family with whom North Chapel has never had the good
fortune to meet.

And | cah passed away, John and Donna’s lovely daughter. | cah
Christine Atwood laid herself down gracefully in early August. She was
discovered by friends who love her and grieve for herin a beautiful place of
which she had good memories. A great many people attended this service as
| eah had so many who knew and loved her. T hey sang to her. They sangas

song called “How to Savc a Lhce” by Thc Frag. Theg sang,

Where did lgo wrong?

] lost a friend

Somewhere a!ong in the bitterness

And | would have stagecl up with you all m’gh’c
[1ad | known how to save a life

T hey sang as if a weight were on their shoulders. | hey were heroic. They
were courageous.

[Triends and family gathered two days before what would have been her
35 birthday. John and Donna Atwood planned a brave and beautiful service
of their | eah, completc with a musical gift from Michael /soldos on tenor
saxophone. [e was | _cah’s music teacher. She studied flute with him in high
school. T hrough his horn, he sang to her as well. [Tittingly, he sang a song



called “|n Mg Solitude,” an elegant comPosition from 1934 bg I~ dward
Kenﬂec}g “Duke” E_”ington. Through his horn, Michael / soldos sang,

]n my solitude you haunt me with reveries of clays gone bg
]n my solitude you taunt me with memories that never die
] sitinm chair, filled with despair
Y P
T here's no one could be so sad
Wi’c}ﬁ gloom evergwhcre, | sit and | stare
] know that l’” soon go mad
]n m so!ituc{c, ]’m rayin
9 praymg
Dear] ord above, send back my love
Y

Fourof | eah’s friends came ready. T hey entered the Sanctuary having
prepared to speak. Several more of | cah’s friends who did not come ready
and who did not prepare spoke spontancously, brilliantly, passionately...as
bright sunlight burst through North Chapel’s western-facing windows, as a
ladybug (a spiritual symbol of resurrection) landed on the right hand of her dear
friend, Maya. She took the ladybug with her into the pulpit. She made sure
we noticed it, made sure that we knew that we were there together and still alive
for [ eah. Maya sPoke with a passion that was worthy of | eah’s death..and
with a passion that keeps honor with | _cah’s life.

Diane Mellinger offered beautiful music—during this particular service
and at Sunday services and memorial services in general. She responds with
artful excellence that lends such gift to those who are prayerful, those who are

mourning, those who attend SUﬂd89 services.



And Marg Kee]er Rowe Passed away. Marg was new to the North
Chapcl community. She reached out to us after receiving a very serious

cliagnosis. She came to us in part because she was (nitarian (Jniversalist, a

member of our sister church in A”Dang, NY——not far from SC}‘xencctadg. 5]*16

was an LRYer. 5he was Part of the Uu 3outh
group at church. | RY stands for | iberal

Religious Youth. l was also an LRYer. Marg
and ] shared that. Shc was also a Star ]s]andcr.
f"' She was a [ elican at Star. A Felican is someone

who works on Star lsland throughout the summer.

Mary Keeler Rowe

Vs

| was also a [Pelican. Mary and | shared that as
well.

What Mary and | shared, though, was only
a small part of the reason she came to North
(Chapel. Mary came because she loves her
husband, Steven. | believe the Mary came to
North Chapel (] believe this in part, because she

said so, herself).... | believe that she came here

because of the warmth and the health of this

community. Pecause of its SPiritual Promise and its integrity. She was new to

this communit}j of ours but harcﬂg new to our faith.

Mar3 Brandon K eeler left this earth Pcaccxcullg on August i,202% after avaliant
battle with cancer. She leaves behind her beloved husband of 24 years, Steven
Rowe of (Cornish, NI, her brother and two sisters, | econard K eeler, Carolgn



Keeler and Bét!’] Chapaclos. She was also devoted to her nieces, nephew as well as

grananieces ancl a granclneplﬂew.z

At her service last Saturclag morning in Cornish, NH, her ashes were interred.
We scattered dried rose Pc‘cals in the grave and all around it. We Placecl Fresh]y
cut roses on the stone she’ll share with her beloved, Steven.

Last]g, the circle comes right
round again...bccause the stole ]
wore for that service, the stole that
represents this exPression of the
ministrg of North, the stole that
carries the artwork and the
creativity of Feggg K annenstine
and Veronica Delag, was
Eeauti?u”y sewn together }:)g the

loving hands oFJudi Simon-

Poutin.
[tis c!ceplg mcaningmcul that

North Chapc] is entrusted }:)3 S0

many to offer blessings to the

dearest things we know.

] have reached out to T atum Bames, our new Director of Spiritual
Exp]oration (and to Joanne) to Plan the Story for A” Ages which will be a
Par’c of the 5unda3 service on October 29&'.

2 httPs://www.|egacg.com/us/obi’cuaries/name/margJ(ee|er~rowe~obituar3?id=5 2917059



[_ast week, | had the great, good fortune to host [~ mma’s Revolution at
my home. Sandy Opatow and Fat Humphries are [__mma’s Revolution, a
musical duo who have been performing together in (nitarian (niversalist
circles for the past 22 years (including before
thousands a many (J(] (General Assemblies across
the country, of the years). Sandy and at used to
interact with the (nitarian (niversalist (Church of
Silver Spring. We were friends and neighbors in
320 Rte 5 South 1§ N Maryland. | have quasi-embarrassing crushes on both

Norwich

of them.

Oct 8, 4:00
Tickets at UUCUV.org
Next, Oct. 21, Sarah McQuald the Pulpit. Thcg sing are the ones who sing “We Shall

Be K nown By the ComPan9 We KCCP” and thcg are the ones that sing
“We’re (3onna chp On Moving IMorward.” Theg sing “Swimming to the
Othcr Side” and thcg sing about our most recentlg ecliPsed, dear and ‘living

E_mma’s Kevolution has often been quotecl from

star. Thcg sing,
]F all the world knew freedom Nnow, NOwW and forevermore
Freeclom at the surface and freedom at the core
Oh, thcjog within my heart would be so free to soar

And we're living ona living P]anct, circling a ]iving star

] don't know where we're going but l know we're going far
We can change the universe bg being who we are

And we're living ona living Plane’c circling a living star

Theg Pchormed a concert at the (J( church in Norwich, part of their Roots &
Wings series. They had good attendance but not great. Theg were fabulous.



We could have been
hanging from the
rafters. A” three of the

uPPer \/a”cg ministers
were there. HOPC

Yeager was in the
house but, sadlg, she
didr’t make the Picturcl

] say that she was there
but what do ] know. As

alot of the younger
ones say nowadays, “No pic or it didn’t happen." T he younger ones can be
pretty fierce. © Anyway, we might consider working more closely with them
next time. | ruly a treat.

| head off on T uesday for the Annual Ministerial Retreat of the
Northern New [~ ngland (Initarian (Jniversalists. | go from there to Maine to
participate in the leadership of a conference and to further deepen our
relationship with Sherri Mitchell and Tim De(Christopher. As you may recall,
they were our featured speakers for the Prave [ ight Frojcct at Star.



